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Madam President, fellow Committee members and Delegates, 
 
I’ve come along way since my first ever 2nd team match in 2009 for Somerset. It’s been a whirlwind of 
a first and only year as Vice Captain.  
 
I would like to start by thanking the committee for all their support throughout the year.  
 
2nd team matches 
 
The first 2nd team match was against Wilshire hosted by Wells GC back in the end of May.  
 
The team playing was Abby Gray, Ellen Reakes, Frankie Dezis, Libbie Dezis, Lili Marshall and Megan 
Wilde.  
 
The team started with 3-0 win in the morning foursomes games, trying out a few new pairings. Then in 
the singles Somerset remained undefeated with 4 wins and 2 halves. Special well done to Lili winning 
her first ever second team matches 6&5 and 5&3. 
 
The second regional match played in early June was held at Knowle GC versus Gloucestershire.  
 
The team was Abby Gray, Ellen Reakes, Ffion Richardson, Frankie Dezis, Jess Haines and Lili 
Marshall.  
 
After a 2-1 win in the morning we knew that the singles would be a close run game. After three of the 
six matches went down the last, Somerset finished with a 6-3 win and were into the 2nd team finals 
for the second year. Again another well done to Ffion playing in her first 2nd team match winning her 
foursomes 4&3 and halving her singles match.  
 
2nd team finals  
 
After the success at intercounties at Clevedon Abby, Frankie, Jess and Ellen all achieved their first 
team colours. This meant they were no longer eligible to play for the second team. 
 
With the ‘loss’ of the four players, a new and very young team of Libbie Dezis, Lilianna Marshall, Ffion 
Richardson, Abi Moore and Megan Wilde all played in the second team final at Tiverton versus an 
experienced Cornwall, alongside our only over 18 player Amelia Matthews.  
 
After a 2-1 defeat in the morning foursomes, the two losses going down the 18th hole, we had an up 
hill battle to try and retain the trophy. 
 
Somerset made the turn up in all the singles matches, but Cornwall weren’t going to give up that 
easily.  
 
Amelia and Abi secured their points in the singles. Lili and Ffion both lost in closely contested 
matches (losing on 18 and 17 respectively).  
 
This left the result on the last two matches. We needed 1.5 points to draw with Cornwall!  
 
It was a nail bitting finish with Libbie going down the last all square and Megan going down the last 1 
up. Megan played the last hole beautifully to win her match and Libbie secured a half. This meant 
Cornwall and Somerset were both on 4.5 points.  
 
After a quick debate on how we calculated the count back. It went back to holes won to decide the 
winner. Somerset coming out on top with a couple of big wins.  
 
The stand out matches, which brought home the shield for Somerset were a 7&6 win for Amelia and 
Lili in the morning foursomes, and a 6&5 win for Abi in her very first 2nd team singles match.  
 
The girls were a pleasure, and did Somerset proud.  
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Inter counties and county finals  
 
I learnt a lot attending the inter counties at Clevedon having only previously attended as a player and 
was so proud to be able to attend county finals. The first team is full of impressive strength and depth 
in golfing ability, we are fortunate to have such a lovely team who aren’t playing for themselves but 
truly playing for Somerset.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The future is bright for the 2nd team and I look forward to seeing these new talents make their way 
into the first team and to future girls who are progressing from the impressive junior program. 
 
To conclude my report, I would like to say a massive thank you to Gill, for her support, knowledge and 
friendship, I know she will be a tough act to follow. I am so proud to try and continue in her footsteps 
and take the team to county finals again.   
 
I hope I can continue the success Gill and the team has grown.  
 
This is a brilliant group to be apart of, the team is so supportive of each other and I look forward to 
inter counties at Cumberwell Park at the beginning of July.  
 

Helen Hayward – Vice Captain  


