
 

 

  

 

SOMERSET COUNTY SENIOR LADIES GOLF ASSOCIATION 

NEWSLETTER 1   22nd  March 2020 

 
Reflections from the President Judith Rowsell 

In the trying times that are upon us, I would like you to carefully read the following newsletter.   The 

lady Captain Jill Paul will explain the impact on Shield and Friendly matches.  Sue Harrop the 

Competition Secretary will inform you what is happening so far with the Pairs BB, Bowmaker and 

Stableford competitions.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jill for her patience and hard 

work.  I wish you all good health in the coming months. 

 

Captain’s Report: Jill Paul 

This is not the Report I expected or wanted to be writing. 

I was looking forward to meeting all of the Delegates at our meeting in April.  As has been said in 

the past, they are a vital link between us and the Clubs and it could be even more important this year 

to keep the lines of contact open.  

I'd still like to thank you for getting the Match sheets in on time; 19 Clubs responded and 90 ladies 

put their names down.  Chris, Carole and I had the Selection meeting and every lady was down to 

play or be a Reserve. 

We now find ourselves in an unprecedented situation and as such have decisions to make which some 

may not agree with.  Please be patient with us as we seek the best way forward for this year and the 

next.  I have been in lengthy email conversations with the other Counties' Captains; it has been 

decided to cancel the Shield matches because they all need to be played to make it meaningful. No 

decision has been made so far about the Friendlies. 

It's so important that we all keep communicating with each other.  Loneliness and fear will be very 

real for some. 

Keep Talking, Walking and Washing! 

Sending you all my very best wishes.  Golf will seem all the better when we return.  

Competition and Assistant Competition Secretaries’ Report: Sue Harrop and Ann Gates 

We had begun to receive a good number of entries for all four competitions this summer.   However, 

you will understand that due to present circumstances, we have had to cancel the first competition: 

the Spring Meeting at Brean on May 11th.   We are working with our treasurer Hilary Dennes to return 

entry fees to you. 

Our thanks to Brean Golf Club who have agreed to re-schedule our Spring Meeting to 2021. 

We will be making decisions about the subsequent competitions as the situation and advice becomes 

clearer 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Hilary Dennes. 

The current bank balance is £3449.73, of which subscriptions account for £2163. The balance also 

includes income and expenditure carried over from the Home Match and the Stableford Meeting 



 

 

relating to the previous year. Subscriptions and membership lists have been received from all 24 

clubs.  Total membership stands at 443, a reduction from last year’s 497 at this point. 

Entries received for 2020 summer competitions, and already paid in, account for £1008. We currently 

hold 54 post-dated cheques relating to 2020 summer competitions, amounting to £2141, which will 

be paid in on or after the closing date for the competition, as requested.   

In addition to the current account there is a deposit account balance of £1260. The changes to cheque 

signatories have been implemented by the bank, removing the Past President and appointing the new 

Vice President as a signatory with the President and Treasurer. 

Match fees will be collected by the Captain, and she will be given cheques to use to pay the clubs 

concerned. 

All the above statements assume there will be no cancellations as a result of the corona-virus 

conditions. It may become necessary, however, in view of the current rapidly-changing state of 

restrictions, to cancel some competitions. In this case those entrants, whose cheques have already 

been banked, as a result of the incorrect date being used, will be issued with a repayment cheque. 

Those entrants, whose correctly-dated cheques are currently held by the Treasurer, will be notified 

by email and, with their permission, their cheques will be destroyed.  

Safeguarding and Welfare Report: Carole Paterson 

Many of you may be aware that England Golf has decided that Golf Clubs and County 

Associations/Unions need to be Safeguarding compliant and Safeguarding Accredited. 

This means clubs and Governing bodies must have a Welfare Officer and robust Safeguarding 

procedures, prominently promoted for both Adults and Children. Without this England Golf will not 

affiliate/ register clubs and Counties.  I have been the County Welfare Officer for Somerset Union 

and Association since 2008. Well before l decided to retire from Social Work. I have been busy 

updating both Safeguarding policies and procedures ready for accreditation. The evidence gathering 

has been a bit of a challenge. I am keen for Somerset to be one of the first authorities to be accredited. 

I am particularly happy with the Adult Safeguarding policy as it is easy to follow and quite clear, not 

over complicated. We are all aware that some of our playing colleagues, even ourselves have health 

issues that can affect how we are out on the course. We need to look after each other, try and assist 

and help if someone is struggling. Try not to be irritated, instead take a caring supportive attitude to 

each other. 

See the County web-sites for the full policies and how to get assistance if needed. 

Membership Secretary’s Report: Fay Galley 

I would like to thank you all for sending in your memberships lists this year.  Mostly on time! 

Remember, they need to be in by the end of February. This is to give our Captain time to pick the 

County teams for the forthcoming season, and the Competition Secretary to check that all entrants 

for the competitions are bona fide members!   

I have decided I might convert the documents to “Word” for 2021, as this is easier to use than Excel.  

I hope you will agree.  Please let me know if you have an issue with this decision 

faygalley@yahoo.com . 

News from the Delegates 

Beryl Richards (Brean GC) The Ladies Open scheduled for 30th June is to be confirmed and asks 

ladies to check on Empire Golf for further information 
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Secretary’s Report: Marilyn Kirby 

It doesn’t seem possible that less than two weeks ago Judith, Jill and I were discussing if the April 

Delegates meeting should go ahead or not and I suggested we should “bite the bullet” and cancel and 

perhaps sent a Newsletter based round the Officers’ reports that would be normally be given at a 

Delegates Meeting.  So this is the first of, probably a number, of such Newsletters.  As Judith said in 

her opening words we hope you will all read this as it is vital that we do everything we can to keep 

in touch during the difficult and challenging times.   

We felt that as these Newsletters will be filed with the Minutes for future reference, they should be 

informative but fairly formal in style.  Also it means it can be a Word document that can easily be 

sent out by email.  

However, considering we are all having to find other ways of filling our time Jill suggested it would 

be great if ladies sent in any photographs and ideas of how to fill our time without the usual “fix” of 

golf, for the our SCSLGA pages on the county website. Christine Harris (Vice-Captain) agrees this 

would be an excellent idea.  So, send any photos you, or our members would like to share using 

mail2@somersetladiesgolf.org.uk 

 

Captain: Jill Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


