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This year, since April and in the absence of a County Junior Organiser, I have had 

the pleasure of acting as a stand-in. 

 

As always the junior programme has been very full this year.  Somerset has so 

much to offer juniors; coaching, competitions and matches.  In fact the most 

recent Autumn Meet at B&B, a Texas scramble, saw a very small 5 year old 

competing. 

 

The Spring Meet at Tall Pines was won by Connie Cox from Mendip. 

 

The following are some achievements from the girls this year. 

 

The Girls’ Championships over 36 holes, was held at Mendip in June. This was won 

by Frankie Dezis who plays off + 2.5 Her sister Libbie won the U15 36 hole gross, and 

the youngest in the family, Maisie won the 18 hole gross. A very impressive 

afternoon for the Dezis family! This year Frankie entered 16 national competitions, 

she came 1st in The West of England under 18s and tied 8th in the Helen Holme 

Scottish Ladies Open, amongst many other good results; too many to mention. 

Libbie Dezis was chosen this year to join the SW training squad consisting of 8 girls, 

joining sister Frankie, Ellen Reakes from Mendip and Jess Haines from B&B. Thus half 

of the squad are from Somerset.Maisie Dezis, qualified to play at Quinta da Lago in 

the Justin Rose Daily Telegraph Junior final recently as one of the nett winners. This 

is a huge achievement, so many girls try to qualify for this. 

 

You might be thinking that my report is all about the Dezis family! However there 

are a lot more very talented juniors in Somerset.  

 

Lilliana Marshall from Farrington, Abbi Moore from Wedmore and Ffion Richardson 

from Mendip all played in the County Championships at Clevedon in May. 

 

 Ffion has had a lot of success this year, winning the R&A Under 12 championships 

and she also won the Scotland Under12 championships.  She came 2nd in the 

Welsh Under 14 championships, finally gaining 2nd in The Wee Wonders 

Championships narrowly missing 1st place by 1 shot. 

 

Harriet Lockley from B&B plays off +4.5 and has played in 13 competitions abroad 

this year and came 25th in The World Girls Championships in Canada. 

 

The SW Inter Counties this year was held at Carlyon Bay in August during the very 

hot weather. Thank goodness for a gentle sea breeze which kept us cooler than 

we might have been!  Unfortunately The Premier Inn, where we all stayed had no 

sea breeze! 

 



 

 

 We decided to take the younger girls this year to give them the opportunity and 

experience to play for Somerset, as the older juniors have played for the 1st, 2nd 

and junior teams many times. 

 

Four of us took the team to Cornwall, Sandra Ford did all the starting and Dave 

Owen and his wife Jenny organised the safeguarding and welfare. We were all 

taxis and ferried the girls to and from the course each day. As always there was 

never enough time to fill in team sheets, work out shots, fill out cards, find 

somewhere to sit and have breakfast or lunch! and get the matches underway ! 

The team, apart from Megan Wilde had never represented Somerset before and 

they were brilliant. They received many compliments from other teams. Our young 

team was 

 

Megan Wilde (acting captain) Mendip Spring 

Libbie Dezis   Farrington 

Ava Hirons    Saltford 

Abi Moore.   Wedmore 

Liliana Marshall  Farrington 

Ffion Lockley.  B&B 

Harriet Loveys   Saltford 

Amber Adams ( reserve ) Wells and she drove up with Terry Williams on Monday 

morning. 

 

Leah Bowden has been Junior Captain this year but alas tested positive for Covid 

the evening before we drove down to Cornwall, this was very disappointing for us 

and also, of course for her. Megan was thrilled to be the acting team captain for 

the 3 days. She will be the junior captain for 2023. 

 

The girls experienced some tough matches as they were played off handicap and 

sometimes they were having to give lots of shots. The ground was very hard and 

difficult with lots of run as of course no rain had fallen for quite some time. 

 The foursomes pairing of Libbie Dezis and Millie Pearce was brilliant they played all 

the matches and lost none. Liliana Marshall had tough games and played very 

well, Abi Moore played 5 won 3 and halved one, a great achievement. All the girls 

played well and going into the last day we had defeated Glos and Wilts but lost to 

Cornwall and Devon.We played Dorset but narrowly lost 3/2 leaving us in 4th 

place, we were very happy with the result and Cornwall were the winners,(several 

of their girls were members of Carlyon Bay! ) It was a terrific experience for all the 

girls and considering it was the first time they had played as a team they did 

exceptionally well. 

As there was no food provided for the teams on Sunday and very little on Monday 

we ate out twice.The girls looked their best all dressed up and their behaviour was  

impeccable. Eating once at The Premier Inn (not to be recommended) and once 

in Charlestown, by the sea, which was excellent. Once we had all found our way 

there!  We all had fish and chips or burgers of course! Leaving us Tuesday evening 

after the Gala Dinner for a paddle!  

The team shows a lot of promise and all looks very exciting for the future of 

Somerset golf. 

 



 

 

As Gill has mentioned, 4 of the county 1st team that won The SWIC championships 

were juniors and went on to the National Final at Stoneham in September. 

 

As Helen’s report stated the County 2nd team made it to the final against 

Cornwall. All of the team were juniors, except one, and the team were brilliant and 

as you know we won.  

 

The girls have also played friendly matches against Ladies’ Sections at Enmore, 

Long Sutton and Wedmore, and against the Devon Junior team. We are very 

grateful to these clubs and their ladies for these matches and for making their 

courses available. I know the girls thoroughly enjoy them and the sign up sheet is 

always full. Next year there will be a match against the U16 boys. We are also 

grateful to other clubs for the use of their courses for competitions, Mendip, B&B, 

Tall Pines and 9 hole competitions at Tickenham, Wheathill and Weston Super 

Mare. Apologies if I have missed thanking other clubs. 

 

A small bursary of £750 per year has been set up to help girls in the Somerset 

Coaching Squads, the fund is divided as follows. Junior Squads, up to 

Development  £250, and the Performance Squad £500. This year 4 bursaries were 

awarded. 

 

The Junior Committee has recently been strengthened by 2 parents, James Wilde 

and Sarah Whittock it is very helpful to have parent’s views on many issues. 

Eileen Binding has chaired the meetings and has worked consistently hard over 

many years, she is a fount of golfing knowledge. 

Dave Owen has taken over the coaching, and runs many “First for Golf” 

competitions for the younger ones. His work with the juniors is invaluable.  

 

I would like to give a warm welcome to Lloyd Katz our new CJO. He is very well 

qualified for the role and comes from a background of teaching sport and 

organising events, and is passionate about golf. We look forward to working 

together and I know he will be first class. 

 

As you will have realised the Somerset Juniors are exceptionally talented. There are 

many girls, receiving coaching, waiting in the wings to join our teams. I know you 

agree that the future of Somerset Junior girls looks very bright.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


