
 

 
 
  

Minutes of the Delegates Committee Meeting held on 
12th May 2025 held at Wells Golf Club 

 
  

Present : 
 
Louise Buxton, Honorary Treasurer 
Janet Fear, Vice President, SW Rep, Handicap Advisor 
Sandra Ford, President  
Angie Frith, Competitions Secretary 
Denise Overson, Vice Captain 
Becky Thompson, Honorary Secretary 
Angela Trenchard, Assistant Competitions Secretary 
Sarah Whittock, Captain, and Saltford Delegate 
 
Delegates 
 
Julie Blumgart, Enmore Park 
Maddie Casson, Cannington 
Anne Collins, The Mendip 
Jeanette Cook, BDLGA 
Pauline Cornish, Mendip Spring 
Margaret Gliddon, Minehead & Past President 
Sheila Grant, Oake Manor 
Lyn Gridley, Taunton & Pickeridge 
Christine Hannam, Enmore Park 
Jackie McDonald, Clevedon 
Lynn O’Neil, Wheathill 
Carole Paterson, Long Sutton 
Alison Rushgrove, Bath 
Lyn Russell, Cannington 
Kate Vaughan-France, Burnham & Berrow 
 

 
1. 

 
Apologies :  
 
Lloyd Katz, County Junior Organiser 
Susie Gibbins, Course Rating 

 
 Kate Cleverley, Wheathill - represented by Lynn O'Neil 
 Ruth Dowell, Cricket St Thomas 
 Linda Edmondson, Brean 

Katrina Foote, Wells 
 Pat Pitt, Orchardleigh 
 Alison Powlesland, Stockwood Vale  
 Di Richardson, Tall Pines  
 Sue Stilwell, Weston Super Mare 

 
 



 

 
2. 

 
Minutes of Delegates Committee meeting held on 13th January 2025 were approved 
and signed by SF. 
 

 
3. 

 
Finance Report – Louise Buxton  
 
The accounts information had been previously circulated to the delegates. 
 
SLCGA have received £4,200 more funding from EG.   
10 golf bags have been purchased for the team.   
 
No questions were raised for the Treasurer to address. 
 

 
4. 

 
Captain’s Report – Sarah Whittock 
 
Squad Training: 
 
This year we had three training sessions for the overall county squad.  
 
Our first session was held at Saltford GC on Sunday 23rd February. It was rather 
blustery as it timed perfectly for a storm to arrive. However, we ploughed on with our 
short game skills session and then managed a few holes on the course before we got 
blown away! 
 
The second session was on Sunday 23rd March again at Saltford GC. The weather was 
much kinder this time and after another excellent short game skills session we were 
able to get out on the course doing “The Eliminator” and “2 ball worst ball” designed 
to get the players thinking. 
 
Our last session was on Sunday 27th April at Long Sutton. This time the players we 
were put through their paces by not only playing a medal format but also noting 
various statistics such as greens in regulation and fairways hit. Really trying to get the 
players to think about how to score on the golf course. 
 
All sessions have been really well attended by the squad members which I am very 
pleased about. Joe Bray has been excellent in terms of creating sessions from which 
all squad members can take away hints and tips! All of the sessions are available on an 
app called Onform so the players can access the detail to recreate any elements of the 
training in their own time.  
 
County Championship: 
 
This year our county champion is Libbie Dezis. Libbie has had a fantastic start to the 
season having already won the Avon Schools competition. Our runner up was Aimee 
Sawyer on count back.  
 
SWIC Squad: 
 
South West week is drawing ever closer! This year the event is being held at East 
Devon from Monday 30th June to Wednesday 2nd July 2025.  
 
On the first day of the event we have drawn Dorset and then Devon. So we’re straight 
into the action! 
 



 

In terms of the team going to East Devon, I am delighted to announce the following 
players: 
 
Jess Haines  Burnham and Berrow 
Frankie Dezis  Burnham and Berrow 
Harriet Lockley Burnham and Berrow 
Aimee Sawyer  The Mendip 
Hannah Woodley  Enmore Park  
Ellen Reakes  The Mendip 
Abbie Moore  Isle of Wedmore 
Libbie Dezis   The Mendip 
Arabella White Saltford 
 
All support welcome! 
 

 
5. 

 
Competitions Secretary – Angela Frith 
 

The first two competitions of the year went very well. 
 
Brean were excellent hosts for the Fowler Brooches, with the course in great condition 
and the clubhouse very welcoming.  Thank you to Carole and Linda for all your help 
prior to, and on the day.  32 pairs competed and the last minute entry of Louise and 
Sara from Bath won with 43 points, Sara cutting her handicap.   
 
The Championship, held at Long Sutton, had 25 entrants, one of whom had to 
withdraw injured after the first round.  Stuart (owner) and Sue (ladies’ captain) were 
very helpful in ensuring all went smoothly on the day.  Alison Lee and Janet Fear 
kindly refereed for us and tried to increase pace of play as it was somewhat slow.   
Libbie Dezis from The Mendip just pipped Aimee Sawyer, also from The Mendip on 
countback, with 148 each.  Libbie won the Championship Cup, Gliddon Vase and 
Phillips Trophy. 
   
Aimee Sawyer won the Runner-up salver and Scratch Cup with a gross 70 on round 1.  
There was a query as to whether there should be a play-off in the event of a tie at our 
championship.  The rules stipulate countback, so the Exec are discussing this. 
Hannah Katz played a superb 5 under her handicap to win the Phillips Cup for 1st 
Nett.   
 
The Mendip won the Holt Shield. 
 
Full results, photos and write up are on the website. 
 
Entry for competitions is still quite slow, so we need promoting please.  
 
Entries so far -  
Bowmaker         51 
50+ Championship 28 
Handicap Champ Medal 13 
Handicap Champ Stableford 4 
Fowler Lock 8 
EG SW Bowmaker  48 
 
We are also helping to run -  
SW Girls Championship on 13 July 20 
 



 

Following recent EG guidance on Gender and Fairness in Competition, we adopted 
EG’s model policy and amended our competitions rules to reflect this.  However, we 
now await further guidance from EG following the recent Supreme Court Ruling 
before amending our current policy. 
 
Next year’s competition dates and venues have now been booked.  The 2026 
Competition Dates are all on the website. 
 
The Rogers Cup and Centenary Plate matches continue to be played on time with no 
issues. 
 
Please let me know of any notable achievements for the website or our Facebook page 
and thank you for continuing to disseminate information from us to your ladies 
section. 
 

 
6. 

 
SW Report – Janet Fear 
 
I attended England Golf AGM in April. 
 
Two new Board members were elected, Mark Bardsley from Lancashire & Joanne 
Dennis from Kent.  
 
Ian Watkins retired as President, Alister Booth is the new President and the President 
elect is a 1 handicapped women, Debbie Richards. 
 
Maureen Clarke received the Gerald Micklem Award for her service to golf. She 
seems to have held most roles in golf, starting her many roles with ELGA back in the 
1980’s and still teaching rules after the changes in 2019 and retiring in 2022. Maureen 
is 85. 
 
Every report told us what a good place England Golf is in, membership numbers up, 
iGolfer membership up, finance good, a 5-year strategy plan made. A lot of focus on 
Women and juniors again this year.  All clubs now have signed up to Respect in Golf. 
 
At the General meeting that followed we were informed that the National Golf Centre 
is almost ready to start work on the new club house and that new accommodation 
blocks are to be built at the same time, for which England Golf will be borrowing 
£3million to pay for them!  With only 147 bedrooms available in Woodhall Spa at the 
moment they expect this to be covered easily. 
 
Draft County Governance documents were given out and Unification guides for those 
counties not yet merge. Fortunately, no insistence we do so yet. 
 
Play Safe, Stay Safe is being promoted again following some accidents last year, not 
covered by EG insurance as they were careless mistakes by the injured. 
58 requests were made for the iGolfer grant. 
 
Somerset Ladies have received the iGolfer grant for 2025, to be used to encourage our 
smaller ladies sections to run taster days/ get into golf days or just group beginner 
lessons for women and girls who fancy a go at golf. 
 
The clubs with small ladies sections have received an email from me, if more 
information is required do get in contact with me. 
 
Next on the SW agenda is the Inter Counties Match Week. 



 

 
 
7. 

 
Junior Report – Lloyd Katz - read by Sarah Whittock 
 
Coaching  
The winter coaching programme has proven to be highly beneficial for our junior 
girls, resulting in substantial improvements in their golfing skills. Feedback from both 
coaches and parents has been overwhelmingly positive, highlighting the effectiveness 
of the training.   
  
The county extends its sincere gratitude to Burnham and Berrow, Saltford, The 
Mendip, Mendip Spring, and Long Sutton for their invaluable support in hosting the 
coaching sessions. Their commitment is a significant asset to the development of girls' 
golf in Somerset.  
  
Matches and events so far.  
 
The annual match against the U16 boys' team on the Channel Course at Burnham and 
Berrow was once again a highlight of the junior golf calendar. The day showcased 
great competition and camaraderie, with the boys narrowly securing the win this year.  
  
Tall Pines Golf Club provided a fantastic venue for our spring meeting, offering a 
warm welcome to all participants.   
  
Libbie Dezis continued her good form emerging as the champion of the Legacy Cup 
with an impressive gross score of 4 over par 75. Her consistent play and accuracy 
throughout the course were truly commendable.  
 
Maisie Dezis secured the Corlett Silver Nett Cup with a net score of 67 (gross 79). Her 
exceptional net score highlighted her ability to manage the course and capitalise on 
her strengths.  
 
Bella Sheppard and Jo Jo Knetchli dominated Division 2, with Bella claiming the 
Boothman trophy with a gross score of 94 and Jo Jo securing the nett score victory 
with 68. Their performances demonstrated their dedication and skill in the game.  
 
Matilda Rocker Cook excelled in the Division 2 Stableford competition, earning 40 
points to secure the top spot in Division 2.  
 
Isobel Robertson's exceptional performance across the day earned her the coveted 
Chivers Cup. With a total of 44 stableford points, her consistent golf was brilliant to 
watch.  
  
Upcoming events to support 
  
County Champs  
Looking forward, we are excited for the Girls County Championships, which will be 
held on June 22nd 2025 at The Mendip. Spectators are warmly invited to come and 
support our talented young golfers.  
  
SW Girls Champs  
Furthermore, Somerset Ladies are proud to be hosting the Girls South West 
Championship on July 13th 2025 at Oake Manor.   
  



 

This prestigious event will bring together talented young golfers from across the South 
West region.  
  
New Golfers  
Finally, we encourage all clubs to inform the county about any new girls who have 
joined their junior sections.   
  
We will be holding an assessment day in September for new girl golfers who are 
interested in joining the county coaching programme. Your continued support for 
girls' golf is greatly appreciated.  
 

 
8. 

 
Handicap and Rules Update – Janet Fear 
 
Somerset held a well-attended handicap committee workshop held at Wheathill in 
April with Stuart Mitchell our Southern head of Handicapping and Course rating.  
Talking about and discussing the responsibilities of the handicap committee. 
How to review players handicaps, what reports are available on the WHS Platform, 
and what to do if it was felt there is manipulation in place. 
 
Most of the clubs in Somerset attended. Maybe the ones missing could have found the 
information especially interesting.  
 
Several of the clubs with well-established handicap committees, made useful 
contributions to help those newer to their positions. 
 
Summer seems to have arrived and I guess at most clubs the summer competitions 
have started, and handicaps are being to fall again. 
 
Rules 
 
The Referees Team are very busy, lots of competitions on, Men, Women & Juniors as 
well as West of England competitions. 
 
But the rules remain the same since last year, so that is a win!  
 
Some of our referees have renewed their qualifications and done very well with a pass 
mark of 80% and over, becoming England Golf Referees. 
 

 
9. 

 
Course Rating Report – Susie Gibbins - read by Sandra Ford 
 
Nothing much to report as the Somerset course rating schedule commences today with 
Enmore Park. 
 
As we have a number of members who are undertaking Team Leader training, we 
have been permitted to rate 5 courses this year (normally EG only provides funding 
for 10% of the total number in the county which for us would be 3). 
 
The dates are:- 
 
12 May Enmore Park 
2 June             Clevedon 
19 June Tall Pines 
7 August The Mendip 
14 August  Tickenham. 



 

 
I am delighted to advise that Rachel Johnson and Heather Neale from Enmore Park 
GC are two of the team undergoing Team Leader training and should achieve this EG 
status during this year. 
 

 
10. 

 
Any other business : 
 
Sue Stilwell, Weston GC. Please can there be an update on EG grant for juniors. They 
have 4 junior training sessions running per week with Jade Cope. 
 
Angela Antonides B&B - nomination for Treasurer. 
 

 
11. 

 
Questions : 
 
None 
 

 
12. 

 
News from the Clubs : 
 
Wedmore - their open week still have vacancies. 
 
Long Sutton - Carole Paterson - commented on the Championship competition which 
was played at Long Sutton, that the pace of play was very slow etc.  They very much 
enjoyed hosting the competition. 
 
Enmore - they have a new general manager (from 1st May), Matt Brook, he was 
previously the treasurer at Lansdown. They have new sprinkler systems starting this 
summer. 
 
T&P - their opens still have vacancies - pairs and mixed 2 ladies and 2 men.  A few 
trees have been taken down.   
 
Bath - there are still vacancies for their open week.   
 
The Mendip - a new irrigation system has been installed on some tee boxes - Stuart 
Disney, is retiring as head pro and Alex Todd will be taking over.  Sam Snelling 
qualified last week. 
 
Minehead - the mens county championship was held yesterday.  
 
Mendip Spring - offering 3 free lessons - iGrant. 
 
Clevedon - Women in Golf - they have created academy members - to go on and 
become new members.  They have recruited a greenkeeper and are hoping to recruit a 
new catering assistant. 

 
Cannington - the membership is full and the ladies section is good. 
 

  
13. 

 
Future Delegate Meeting Dates : 
 
Monday 8th September 2025 at 10.30 am at The Mendip Golf Club. 
AGM Monday 17th November 2025 at 11.00 am at Isle of Wedmore Golf Club. 



 

 

 

Signed  …………………………………………………………  Dated …………………… 

  Sandra Ford, President 


