Minutes of the Delegates Committee Meeting held on
Monday 9th September 2024 at 11.00 at The Mendip Golf Club

Present :

Sandra Ford, President

Janet Fear, Vice President, SW Rep, Handicap Advisor
Angie Frith, Competitions Secretary

Louise Buxton, Hon. Treasurer & Bath GC Delegate
Angela Trenchard, Assistant Competitions Secretary
Sarah Whittock, Vice Captain

Denise Overson, VC from Nov 2024

Margaret Gliddon — Past President, Minehead

Delegates :

Nicky Wisniewski, Wheathill Sheila Grant, Oake Manor

Anne Collins, Mendip Phillippa Gowen, Wells

Pauline Cornish, Mendip Spring Maggie Dommett Isle of Wedmore
Kate Vaughan-France, Burnham Jeanette Cook, Saltford

1. | Apologies :

Becky Thompson, Hon. Secretary Lloyd Katz, Junior County Organiser
Helen Hayward, Captain Susie Gibbins, Course Assessor
Jackie McDonald, Clevedon Pat Pitt, Orchardleigh

Ruth Dowell, Cricket St Thomas Alison Powlesland, Stockwood Vale
Lyn Gridley, Taunton & Pickeridge Lynn Russell, Cannington GC

Jenny Johnston, Weston super Mare
Katrina Foote (being represented by another from Wells GC)

2. | Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting held on Saturday 20" May 2024 were
approved and signed by SF.

3. | Finance Report — Louise Buxton

Financial Statements circulated in advance. There were no questions.

4. | Captain’s Report
Sarah was very pleased to announce that Denise Overson from Long Sutton is taking
on the Vice Captain role from November 2024.
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5. | Competitions Secretary Report. Angie Frith

The Handicap Championships were very well-attended with 84 entrants in total, 41
Medal, 37 Stableford & 6 for 9-hole. The Isle of Wedmore were super hosts for this,
the largest & most complex of our events in the year and our thanks go to Lyn & Cathy
in particular who were there all day, willingly turning their hands to anything that
needed doing! The competitions ran smoothly with no hitches, much to the relief of the
Comps Secs!

In the medal, Aimee Sawyer yet again won the Cairns Cup for the lowest gross, with
Shirley Gooding winning the Janet Winter salver for best nett & Sue Stilwell winning
the Dickinson Cup.

The Stableford was won by a late entrant, Nicola Wisniewski from Wheathill with an
impressive 40 points, Melanie Brewin winning the Barlow Cup.

The Grass Roots Cup was won by Sally Barton.
Full results and pictures of the day are as ever on our website.

The Fowler Lock 4BBB will be held next week at Stockwood Vale and we have a good
entry of 32 players for this. Our mid-term newsletter generated a flurry of entrants for

this and the last comp of the season, the SW Fours at Clevedon on 7 October. This now
has 66 entrants out of the maximum of 80, so there is still capacity and time to enter this
one. Entry closes on 16 September. There will be gross, nett & stableford prizes as this
is an unusual foursomes medal. Please encourage your members to sign up for this one.

For the 50+ and Handicap Championships we trialled the M&S e-Gift Cards as so many
winners don’t want to stay for prize-giving. On the whole, this worked well with a few
hitches such as an incorrect e-mail address, emails going to SPAM and financial limits
on how many cards can be bought at any one time, causing frustration for Louise. But
on balance, it seems to be a much more efficient and cost-effective way to provide the
prizes. We’d be interested in feedback from those people who have won and received
their prizes this way.

The Rogers Cup and Centenary Plate finals were played at Bath yesterday and the
winners were Stockwood Vale, beating T&P & winning the RC for the first time in its
100-year history, and Mendip Spring beating Cannington in the CP, for the first time.
Thank you to Bath Golf Club for hosting us.

Buggy rule change for over-80s. We have just agreed at our executive Meeting to
change our competition rules to allow all women over 80 to be allowed to use a buggy
for any competition without a doctor’s certificate. This is in line with inclusivity
required in Respect in Golf.

6. | SW Report — Janet Fear

It’s been a busy summer for England Ladies & Girls playing golf.
European Team Championships the Girls got Gold and the Women Bronze.
The Girls team did well in the Home Internationals getting a clean sweep.

The women won the Curtis Cup, proudly the team contained both Rhodes girls, Mimi &
Patience and also Lottie Woad, who is making quite a name for herself this year.

igolfers now number 51K & iplay has 4.4K registered.
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Bronte Law Series are England Golf new Championships for Amateur Girls. 54 holes in
2 days so they carry WAGA points (World Ranking). We had one held at Cumberwell
in August and several of our girls played.

Race to Woodhall Spa had 1,257 entries to the regional events.
Other EG Championships had 3,209 entries.
New for EG they held 3 igolfer events.

WSLH have finally agreed to the Associations joining and so at last the refurbishment
of Woodhall Spa Golf Club looks like going ahead in 2025.

EG Transgender Policy is hoped to be implemented for 2025.

Our Senior Ladies took part in the South West Gross competition at Torquay in August
— full write-up on our website.

7. | Junior Report — Given by Sarah Whittock

Abbie Moore and Abi Whittock both represented Somerset in the Champion of
Champions at Woodhall Spa at the weekend, Abbie as the Champion and Abi as the
Junior Champion.

The Junior Intercounties were held at Cumberwell in early August. Somerset came 51
but this doesn’t reflect the great quality of play. It was off handicap, and we were
nearly 3. Well done to all the players.

8. | Handicaps & Rules Update - Janet Fear

Since the updates in April the “Expected scoring” in 9 hole competitions has been
tweaked, generally making little difference to most players.

Most disappointing is the number of clubs still not running 4BBB’s as Acceptable for
handicap. It is not optional all 4BBBs should be used for handicap, not everyone is
affected only those who score 42 points or more as a team. There is no need for both
players to record every score just the best score that was in the hole first. After all the
2" ball should be picked up if it is not going to be the counting score!

I have also come across a club still using 100% handicap allowance for a 2 from 3
Bowmaker, fortunately not a Somerset Club, but a worrying sign that handicapping
knowledge is so poor.

I still have concerns about Clubs running a handicap committee, and how good these
committees are at checking General Play scores done at their clubs and those their
members have done away from their club.

General Play Scores MUST be pre-registered before going out to play, either on an
App, using the club computer or informing the Pro Shop at some clubs.

You are not allowed to join a competition after you have played and you are not
allowed to decide you want a score to go into your handicap just because you have done
a good score! Then just like playing in a competition, having entered it you must submit
a score whether you like the score or not, your handicap record should contain good and
bad scores not just your best ones!

The R&A have a WHS Handicapping survey out, hopefully your club has sent you a
link and you have had your say about the system.

On Rules, are new referees have been out in force and it has been great that the
responsibility of refereeing for both the SLCGA and the SGU is now much lighter.
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Course Rating Report
None

10.

Any Other Business
None

11.

Questions
None

12.

News from the Clubs

Saltford practice range may be targeted for housing, with possible compulsory
purchase of Duchy land. Watch this space.

Long Sutton 2" hole par 4 is being turned into a par 3.

Wells — Ladies Open on 25" September still has vacancies so Becky to send message
to all delegates to promote this ASAP

Minehead has a Ladies Bowmaker on 3™ October so to be promoted too.

Isle of Wedmore has a Seniors Mixed open this coming Friday for which there are still
spaces, so another to be promoted.

Farrington members have now been well integrated into other clubs.

Burnham have enjoyed a couple of days away at Celtic Manor playing two courses.
Nicola Stroud arranges group awaydays as part of the Love Golf initiative.

Bath professionals do similar intensive coaching for women with weeks away in Spain.
Wheathill has a two-day break at Woodbury Park coming up.

Worlebury have reached the finals of the 2024 British Clubs Mixed Championship, to
be played on Sept 26, so very good luck to their team. They are also investing in the
Women on Par initiative, not just for the free bottle of gin!

Mendip Spring has a female Club Captain for the first time.

13.

Date for next Meeting :
Monday 18" November 2024, AGM - Isle of Wedmore Golf Club — 11.00 am.

There being no further business the meeting ended at 12.40.

Sandra Ford, President
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